The Canadian Perspective 
— Potential Abounds 


reating Opportunity, 

The Liberal Plan for 
Canada (the Red Book) sets 
out a comprehensive plan 
to renew the partnership 
between the Government 
of Canada and Aboriginal 
peoples. The Government's 
commitment is to build a new 
partnership with Aboriginal 
peoples based on mutual 
respect, trust and participation 
in the decision-making process. 


Over the last two years, 
governments and Aboriginal 
peoples have made significant 
progress addressing the con- 
cerns of Aboriginal peoples. 


Steps Toward 
Self-Government 


n August 1995, the Canadian 
| government launched a 
process to negotiate the imple- 
mentation of the inherent 
right of self-government with 


a Indian and Northern = Affaires indiennes 
Affairs Canada et du Nord Canada 


Aboriginal groups across 
Canada. These negotiations 
focus on matters that are 
internal to Aboriginal commu- 
nities; matters that are key to 
Aboriginal cultures, identities, 
traditions, languages and 
institutions; and matters relat- 
ing to Aboriginal lands and 
resources. Negotiations will 


take place among Aboriginal : 
groups and the. ?WBRARY 
provincial governments. 
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Nishnawbe-Aski Nation 
Discussions 

Since May 1995, the 48 First 
Nations of the Nishnawbe-Aski 
Nation (NAN) in northern 
Ontario have been reviewing 

a federal self-government 
proposal to transfer authorities 
to First Nations in the area. 
Over the past three years, 
NAN's discussions with the 
federal and provincial govern- 
ments have focused on 
governance and lands, 
resources, and the 
environment. 


First Nations to Create Lands 
and Estates Management 
Framework 


Since August 1994, the 
Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development 
(DIAND) has been working to 
develop pilot projects to trans- 
fer responsibility and authority 
for lands and estates manage- 
ment to First Nations. Ina 


submission to the DIAND 


Regional Office, the Union of 


ivi 


Canada 


Ontario Indians has proposed 
options to devolve these 
services, which are currently 
managed by DIAND under 
the Indian Act. 


Fort Frances Area Tribal 
Chiefs Work Toward 
Control of Education 


The federal government and 
10 First Nations of the Fort 
Frances Chiefs Secretariat 
have been looking at ways 

to enable First Nations in the 
area to run their own education 
services. Under the /ndian Act, 
the federal government is 
responsible for providing edu- 
cation services to First Nations 
Students living on reserve. 
Minister of Indian Affairs 

and Northern Development 
Ronald A. Irwin said that 
Aboriginal control over educa- 
tion is a tangible example of 
self-government, whereby First 
Nations can develop education 
programs and services more 
appropriate to Ojibwa youth 

in the region. 


DIAND Supports Transfer 
of Technical Services 
Functions in Ontario 


The DIAND Ontario Regional 
Office has transferred techni- 
cal services functions to First 
Nations based on a model 
developed by the Chiefs of the 
Ontario Ad Hoc Committee on 


Devolution. As First Nations 
governments work toward 
greater control over projects 
in their own communities, 
technical units will provide 
advisory services to tribal 
councils and unaffiliated 

First Nations in the planning 
and development of major 
capital projects, housing, tech- 
nical training, quality assur- 
ance, and fire and safety issues. 


The Ontario First Nations 
Technical Services Corporation 
will have an office in Toronto 
and another in Thunder Bay. 

A team of 12 to 14 technical 
experts will provide. co- 
ordination and specialized 
support to the enhanced units 
in dealing with regional issues. 


Aboriginal Communities 
Assume Policing Services 


Since March 1994, several 
Ontario First Nations have 
been policing their own 
reserves through joint agree- 
ments among the provincial 
and federal governments, and 
First Nations. For example, 
under the terms of the 
Wikwemikong Tribal Policing 
Agreement, 11 First Nations 
officers police the reserve. 

In the NAN treaty area, the 
Nishnawbe-Aski Police Service 
created a 33-constable police 
force in March 1994 to serve 


eight communities in northern 
Ontario. 


Membership Program 
Transferred To Six Nations 
of the Grand River 


In May 1995, Six Nations of 
the Grand River, the largest 
First Nation in Canada, agreed 
to the transfer of its member- 
ship program from DIAND. 
The transfer will greatly bene- 
fit the First Nation by provid- 
ing it with access to statistical 
information from DIAND and 
by enabling it to report events, 
such as births, deaths and 
marriages, directly to the 
DIAND Regional Office. 
Moreover, Six Nations will be 
able to provide better service 
to its own members and to 
other local organizations, such 
as family and social services, 
employment services, medical 
services, and the research 
department. 


A Secure Land and 
Resource Base — 
Progress on Claims 


he resolution of out- 
iP standing land claims is 
a major priority of the federal 
government and Aboriginal 
peoples. To ensure Aboriginal 
communities have a produc- 
tive future, Aboriginal peoples 
need certainty with respect to 
land rights. At the same time, 


Studies illustrate that the 
settlement of land claims 
and settlement money often 
creates economic growth and 
spinoffs in neighbouring non- 
Aboriginal communities. 


Garden River Settlement 
Addresses Historical Injustice 


Two specific claims agree- 
ments settled in August 1994 
will return approximately 
9,320 hectares of Crown 

lands to the Garden River First 
Nation near Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ontario. The settlement of 
these land claims addresses a 
historical injustice. In 1859, 
the Garden River First Nation 
signed the Pennefather Treaty 
and surrendered about 40,000 
hectares of its reserve to the 
colonial government in exchange 
for money from land sales to 
new settlers. Approximately 
8,900 hectares of the surren- 
dered land was never sold and 
the “underlying title" passed to 
the provincial government. 


Under the Phase 1 Specific 
Agreement, the provincial 
government will transfer to 
the federal government about 
5,800 hectares of unsold 
surrendered land in Kehoe 
Township. This land will be 
added to the Garden River 
reserve. The Phase II Specific 
Agreement provides for a 
further 3,520 hectares of 


land to be added to the 
Garden River reserve. Both 
agreements also provide the 
First Nation with mineral 
rights on all 9,320 hectares. 


Wikwemikong Celebrates 
Point Grondine Land Claim 
Agreement 


In May 1995, the Wikwemikong 
First Nation celebrated the 
Point Grondine Specific Claim 
Settlement Agreement. The 
Agreement represents one 

of the largest land claims 
settlements ever reached in 
Ontario. Main provisions of 
the Agreement include the 
addition of 9,720 hectares 

of reserve land - the 
Wikwemikong reserve more 
than triples in size, from 
4,050 hectares to 13,810 
hectares. In addition, Canada 
will make a compensation 
payment of $13 million and 
Ontario will pay $300,000. 
Also included in the Agreement 
are all surface and subsurface 
rights. 


Nipissing First Nation Claim 
In March 1995, Canada and 
Ontario returned approxi- 
mately 13,300 hectares of 
Crown lands to the Nipissing 
First Nation, located between 
North Bay and Sturgeon Falls. 
The move addresses a histori- 
cal wrong dating back to 
1904. Between 1904 and 


1907, the Nipissing Band 
Surrendered 22,840 hectares 
of reserve land to the federal 
government in exchange for 
money from land sales. Much 
of the land was not sold by 
the federal government and 
the land was not returned to 
the band. The 1995 agree- 
ment returns surrendered 
reserve lands in the townships 
of Beaucage and Commanda. 


Mississauga #8 Settlement — 
A Surveying Error 


In July 1994, Ontario and 
Canada finalized a land 

claims agreement to provide 
16,200 hectares of Crown land 
and $15 million in compensa- 
tion to the Mississauga First 
Nation near Blind River. The 
land claims settlement followed 
the band's long battle to prove 
that an 1852 government 
Surveying error set the wrong 
northern boundary for the 
reserve under the terms of the 
1850 Robinson-Huron Treaty. 
This resulted in a much 
smaller land base for the 

First Nation. 


Muncey Village Land Claim 
Ratified by Chippewas of 
the Thames 


In December 1994, an agree- 
ment was reached between 
Canada and the Chipewas 

of the Thames to settle an 
outstanding land claim. 


Under the settlement, Canada 
will provide approximately 
$5.4 million in cash compen- 
sation and lands. The lands, 
worth a maximum purchase 
price of $5.4 million, will be 
added to the existing reserve, 
subject to the requirements 
of the Addition to Reserves 
policy. The lands are to be 
purchased by the First Nation 
within 10 years of the date of 
execution of the settlement 
agreement. 


Progress on the Algonquins 
of Golden Lake Claim 


The Algonquins of Golden Lake 
lay claim to 3,442 square kilo- 
metres of land on the Ontario 
side of the Ottawa River. The 
area is covered by treaty, but 
the Algonquins have never 
signed nor benefited from 

a treaty with the Crown. 
Although the claim does not 
meet all of the acceptance 
criteria for comprehensive 
claims, Canada will follow the 
Comprehensive Land Claims 
Policy in the negotiations. 


In August 1994, the negotia- 
tors for Canada, Ontario and 
the Algonquins of Golden Lake 
signed a Framework for 
Negotiations. The parties 

are involved in substantive 
negotiations on land and 
resources Issues and hope 

to reach an Agreement-in- 


Principle by December 1996. 
Canada and the Algonquins of 
Golden Lake have signed an 
interim measures agreement 
on the holding of excess fed- 
eral properties for use in the 
settlement of the claim. 


Consultations with 
First Nations 


In April 1995, the federal 
government renewed its 
commitment to support the 
Indian Commission of Ontario 
(ICO). The ICO has been 
instrumental in facilitating 
negotiations among the 
federal and provincial govern- 
ments and key leaders of 
Ontario First Nations concern- 
ing the resolution of land 
claims and self-government. 


Mohawk/Canada Round Table 


Talk it out. That's what the 
Grand Chiefs of the communi- 
ties of Akwesasne, Kahnawake 
and Kanesatake, and the 
federal government are trying 
to do to resolve a variety of 
complex issues in the three 
Mohawk communities. 


Since June 1994, federal 
ministers, the three Grand 
Chiefs and their respective 
senior officials have been 
sitting down together to dis- 
cuss a variety of issues includ- 
ing economic development, 


taxation, policing, justice, 
health and jurisdictional 
issues. The federal govern- 
ment is represented by 
National Revenue Minister 
David Anderson, Justice 
Minister Allan Rock, Solicitor 
General Herb Gray, Industry 
Minister John Manley and 
Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development Minister Ronald 
Irwin. The Round Table was 
established at the request of 
the communities. 


Community and 
Economic Development 


Progress at Camp Ipperwash 


a he federal government 
continues to work with 
the Chippewas of Kettle and 
Stony Point First Nation to 
resolve the complex situation 
surrounding the return of the 
former Stony Point reserve to the 
First Nation. On September 13, 
1995, a Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed by 
Minister Irwin; John Adams, 
Assistant Deputy Minister 

of National Defence; Chief 
Thomas Bressette of the Kettle 
and Stony Point First Nation; 
and Ovide Mercredi, National 
Chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations. 


The First Nation has been 
negotiating the return of the 
part of its reserve that was 


expropriated by the federal 
government for use as a 
military base during the 
Second World War. In 
September 1995, the federal 
government appointed the 
Honourable Robert Reid, OC, 
to facilitate the resolution of 
issues Surrounding the return 
of Camp Ipperwash to the First 
Nation. 


Creative Options For 
Aboriginal Housing at 
Big Trout Lake 


In July 1995, Minister Irwin 
announced several pilot pro- 
jects which demonstrate cre- 
ative solutions for on-reserve 
housing demands. Minister 
Irwin announced the projects 
at Big Trout Lake First Nation 
where he joined a construction 
team building log homes. 


First Nations in Ontario, 
Quebec and Alberta are taking 
part in the pilot project. The 
project requires that the build- 
ing materials be available 
locally or from Aboriginal sup- 
pliers and that local people 
who receive social assistance 
be hired so they benefit from 
the training and work experi- 
ence. The homes will be built 
according to National Building 
Code of Canada standards. 
Funding for the projects is 


limited to a maximum of 
$250,000 for the homes built 
by each community. 


Walpole Island Recognized 
by International Experts 


An international panel of 
advisors has recognized the 
Walpole Island First Nation, 
near Windsor, Ontario, for its 
approach to addressing envi- 
ronmental and social develop- 
ment issues. The First Nation 
was one of 50 communities 
selected from around the 
world. 


The First Nation has success- 
fully combined traditional 
Aboriginal knowledge with 
non-traditional information. 
The international pane! also 
praised the community for 

its efforts to educate non- 
Aboriginal neighbours about 
the harm of pollution and 
non-sustainable development. 
The First Nation worked 
together with Chemical Valley 
industries to reduce discharges 
into the environment. 


"This global award pays tribute 
to our community's unselfish 
and tireless efforts in the 
struggle to sustain a balance 
between economic activity 
and the environment for the 
benefit of future generations,” 


said Dean Jacobs, Executive 
Director of the Walpole Island 
Heritage Centre. 


Walpole Island is well-known 
for its environmental research 
and advocacy work including: 
years of lobbying governments 
and working together with 
Chemical Valley industries 

to reduce discharges; helping 
conduct air-monitoring stud- 
les; and researching conven- 
tional tilling and low-till 
farming techniques. 


Major Banks Open Branches 
in First Nations Communities 


Canada's banking industry is 
forging better business links 
with First Nations communi- 
ties across Ontario. The Bank 
of Montreal opened a branch 
at Six Nations of the Grand 
River, near Brantford, Ontario 
in July 1995. Reinforcing the 
bank's commitment to the 
community, the Ohsweken 
branch has a mural painted 
by local artist Arnold Jacobs 
and it also employs an all- 
Aboriginal staff. The Bank 
of Montreal also has a branch 
situated on Cornwall Island 
in the Mohawk community 
of Akwesasne. The Toronto 
Dominion Bank is also expand- 
ing services to First Nations 
and opened its first Ontario 
branch at the Wikwemikong 
First Nation in July 1994. 


Joint Ventures - 
A New Way to Do Business 


Many companies are recogniz- 
ing that joint ventures with 
Aboriginal partners are an 
effective way to do business. 
Since March 1994, Sandy Lake 
First Nation Band Council 

and the North West Company 
have been running a store 
that serves the Sandy Lake 
community of 1,400. The 
band financed development 
for construction of the build- 
ing and leases the building to 
the North West Company. 

The band collects rent on the 
new building and receives a 
percentage of the store's gross 
sales. The venture created 

AO full-time jobs in the 
community, of which 35 are 
staffed by Aboriginal people. 


DIAND Western District 
Office Opens in Fort William 


In October 1994, Stan Dromisky, 
Member of Parliament for 
Thunder Bay-Atikokan, on 
behalf of Minister Irwin, and 
Chief Christie Pervais of the 
Fort William First Nation 
officially opened the Ontario 
Western District Office of the 
Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development. 
The new office is in the Fort 
William community's new 
Anemki Business Complex. 
The Anemki Mountain 


Corporation (a First Nation 
corporation) manages the 
building. As the largest tenant, 
DIAND's Western District 
Office has a 10-year, 
$1.9-million lease. 


Aboriginal Education and 
Training — The Path to 
Empowerment 


Post-Secondary Education 
Funds Increase 


he federal government 
Al is working with First 
Nations and Inuit to improve 
educational opportunities 
for Aboriginal peoples. 
In June 1994, the federal 
government provided addi- 
tional funding to eliminate 
the backlog of students and 
allow more students to pursue 
post-secondary education. This 
year the federal government 
provided $261 million to stu- 
dents under the Indian and 
Inuit Post-Secondary Education 
Program. The overall post- 
secondary education program 
budget has increased by 
$48 million or 22.5 percent 
since 1993-1994. In 1994-1995, 
the program assisted about 
26,800 post-secondary stu- 
dents across Canada — 
7,673 students in Ontario. 


Higher education and labour 
participation statistics go 
hand-in-hand. For example, 
less than 35 percent of 
Aboriginal people with less 
than a Grade 9 education are 
part of the Canadian labour 
force. In contrast, 85 percent 
of Aboriginal people with 
some university education 
are employed. 


Aboriginal School Succeeds 
at Keeping Students in 
School 


Keeping students in class is 
one of the biggest hurdles 
faced by schools today. The 
N'Swakmok Native Friendship 
Centre in Sudbury is helping 
Aboriginal students make 

the grade. The school's 
drop-out rate is nine percent, 
compared with an estimated 
30 percent in Ontario's 
secondary schools overall. 
Aboriginal students can earn 
high school credits by com- 
pleting independent learning 
courses and getting one-on- 
One instruction, as needed. 
The curriculum concentrates 
on Aboriginal culture, tradition 
and history. 


Taking the Classroom 
out of Urban Areas 
Pilot projects in distance 
learning are bringing the 
classroom to Aboriginal 


Students in isolated and north- 
ern communities across 
Ontario. As of September 
1995, the Wahsa Distance 
Education Centre in Sioux 
Lookout had enrolled more 
than 100 students. Thirty-one 
students received their 

Grade 12 diplomas at this 
year's graduation ceremony, 
becoming the largest gradu- 
ating class since the Wahsa 
Centre's inception. The Centre 
offers high school courses 

via radio and correspondence 
to students living in north- 
western Ontario (an area 
covering some 200,000 square 
kilometres). 


The social services workers 
program offered by the First 
Nations Technical Institute of 
Tyendinaga is another success- 
ful distance education pro- 
gram. A series of week-long 
sessions were held in different 
northern Ontario locales at 
four intervals throughout 
1994. After successfully 
completing the four sessions, 
students graduated with a 
diploma in Social Services 
from Loyalist College of 
Applied Arts and Technology, 
Belleville, without ever 
leaving home. 


Ontario is scheduled to open 
five new First Nations schools 
this autumn. These schools 
have been funded through 
normal funding processes, as 
well as a variety of alternative 
funding methods and agree- 
ments which have assisted 
First Nations to advance the 
completion dates and 
construction schedules. 
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